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AbleM U S E
A REVIEW OF POETRY, PROSE & ART

After more than a decade of online publishing excellence,
Able Muse begins a bold new chapter with its print edition

We continue to bring you in print the usual 
masterful craft with poetry, fiction, essays,

art & photography, and book reviews

Poems from Able Muse have been selected for the 
Best American Poetry series.

Check out our 12+ years of online archives for work by

Able Muse is published semiannually. 
Subscription rates for individuals: $24.00 per year; single and previous issues: $16.95 + $3 S&H. 
International subscription rates: $33 per year; single and previous issues: $16.95 + $5 S&H. 

    (All rates in USD.)

Subscribe online with WePay/credit card  

 Or send a check payable to Able Muse Review
Attn: Alex Pepple – Editor, Able Muse, 467 Saratoga Avenue #602, San Jose, CA 95129 USA

RACHEL HADAS •  X.J. KENNEDY • TIMOTHY STEELE • MARK JARMAN • A.E. 
STALLINGS • DICK DAVIS • A.M. JUSTER • TIMOTHY MURPHY • DEBORAH 
WARREN • CHELSEA RATHBURN • RHINA P. ESPAILLAT • TURNER CASSITY •  
RICHARD  MOORE • STEPHEN EDGAR • ANNIE FINCH • THAISA FRANK •
NINA SCHUYLER • SOLITAIRE MILES • MISHA GORDIN • & SEVERAL OTHERS

 SUBSCRIPTION
 Able Muse – Print Edition – Subscriptions:

www.ablemusepress.com
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COMING SOON FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS

John Philip Drury
Sea Level Rising – Poems

William Conelly
Uncontested Grounds – Poems

William Baer
Times Square and Other Stories

Martin McGovern
Bad Fame – Poems

Wendy Videlock, 
Slingshots and Love Plums – Poems

WINNER – 2014 Able Muse Book Award:
Carrie Shipers

Embarking on Catastrophe – Poems

FINALIST – 2014 Able Muse Book Award:
 Gail White

Adperity Street – Poems

Jan D. Hodge,  
Taking Shape – Taking Shape – Taking Shape carmina � gurata

John Ridland,  
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight – Translation

www.ablemusepress.comwww.ablemusepress.com
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WITH THE 2014 ABLE MUSE WRITE PRIZE FOR POETRY & FICTION 

www.AbleMusePress.com

Able Muse – Winter 2014 
Print Edition, No. 18

Includes the winning story and poems 
from the 2014 contest winners and 

� nalists.

FEATURED ARTIST 
Gustavo � omas

FEATURED POET 
Wendy Videlock

(Interviewed by David Mason)



POEMS, FICTION, BOOK REVIEWS, INTERVIEWS 
& ESSAYS FROM Hailey Leithauser, 
Catharine Savage Brosman, Len 
Krisak, Katharine Coles, Stephen 

Kampa, Marilyn L. taylor, Jeredith 
Merrin, Robert W. Crawford, Terese 
Coe, Maxine Rosaler, Tamas Dobozy, 

Barbara Haas, N. S. Thompson, Derek 
Furr, R. S. Gwynn, Martin Mcgovern, 

Hollis Seamon, and others

ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES

230 pages / $16.95
ISBN 978-1-927409-47-3



Sea Level Rising 
poems by John Philip Drury 

 
978-1-927409-42-8 | Paperback | $18.95

 John Philip Drury’s new poems will 
please many and please o�en as he 
celebrates, and with mastery, the 
inexhaustible waters before and within 
each of us. 
   —Dave Smith

John Philip Drury is a Marylander; 
it makes all the di�erence. �e ever-
changing sea de�nes these poems; Drury 
explores impermanence—destiny, the 
future, love, fame, desire—anchored by a 
rock-solid formal mastery.
   —James Cummings

Uncontested Grounds 
poems by William Conelly 
Finalist- 2013 able Muse book award

978-1-927409-39-8 | Paperback | $17.95

�e perceptions fueling his art are 
equally alert to the world’s kindness and 
cruelty, and his work is impressive not 
only for its elegance but for its quality of 
lived experience—in short, for a kind of 
wisdom rarely found these days in verse.
   —Robert Shaw

Here is a poet who �nds extraordinary 
dimensions in ordinary experience . . . 
Conelly commands both strict form and 
free verse, and his language is o�en fresh 
and unexpected. Uncontested Grounds 
will stand as a notable book in this or any 
year.
   —X.J. Kennedy

now in PRE-RELEASE from ABLE MUSE PRESS 



from  Able Muse Press

www.AbleMusePress.com

Corporeality
Stories

by Hollis Seamon

“. . . Seamon o� ers enough thematic and 
narrative variation to keep each story in this 

collection fresh.”
 — Publishers Weekly



“It’s a feast of  language that you won’t soon forget.” 
— Alan Davis

“These stories have grace, wit, adventure, danger, 
humor, compassion, magic, and rage. Hollis Seamon 
casts full and dazzling light on those who are often 

overlooked—teenaged lovebirds in hospice, fl ood victims 
before the fl ood, plagiarists, arsonists, old ladies, fat 

dogs. She brings them to life so tenderly and powerfully 
that they stay with you, long after the last page.” 

— Nalini Jones 

“These stories make memorable the people you wonder 
about in passing”
— Eugenia Kim

“What a magical collection!  Hollis Seamon’s 
enchanting stories will make you marvel anew at the 

forever strange, blessed, and heartbreaking affl iction we 
share as human beings on this earth.”

— Edward Schwarzschild

ISBN 978-1-927409-03-9 / 204 pages / $19.95
ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES

Gold Medal winner
2014 Independent Publisher Outstanding Book Award

Finalist
2013 Foreword Review’s Best Book of the Year
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visit 

online for more than a decade of archives, plus  
web-only features not available in the print edition at:  

 
www.ablemuse.com

visit 

online for more than a decade of archives, plus  
web-only features not available in the print edition at:  

 
www.ablemuse.com

Able Muse’s premier online forums and workshop
for metrical and non-metrical poetry, fiction,

translations, art, nonfiction and discussions at: 
http://eratosphere.ablemuse.com

A forum of Able Muse Review

  Able Muse and its extraordinary companion website, the Eratosphere, have 
created a huge and influential virtual literary community. 
 —Dana Gioia

Able Muse is not just another poetry site. It is one of the best sites  
on the Internet.  
  —Heather O’Neil, Suite101.com



 
Able Muse – No. 16, Winter 2013                                                   
Jehanne Dubrow, featured poet | Peter Svensson, featured artist
978-1-927409-27-5
•	 With rachel hadas, marly youmans, r.s. gwynn, cheryl diane kidder, a.e. stallings, 
david mason, chrissy mason, peter byrne, rory waterman, and others

 
Able Muse – No. 15, Summer 2013                                                   
Greg Williamson, featured poet | Clara Lieu, featured artist
978-1-927409-21-3
•	 With dick allen, fred longworth, robert j. levy, haley hach, ilya lyashevsky, david 
mason, peter byrne, david caplan, stephen kampa, n.s. thompson, and others

 
Able Muse – No. 14, Winter 2012                                                   
Catherine Tufariello, featured poet | Nicolas Evariste, featured artist
978-1-927409-07-7
•	 With thomas carper, lorna knowles blake, richard wake�eld, tony barnstone, len 
krisak, evelyn somers, gregory dowling, aaron poochigian, and others

 
Able Muse – No. 13, Summer 2012                                                 
Patricia Smith, featured poet | Andrew Ponomarenko, featured artist
978-1-927409-01-5
•	 With wendy videlock, jennifer reeser, richard wake�eld, julie bruck, kim 
bridgford, brian culhane, reginald dwayne betts, and others

 
Able Muse – No.12, Winter 2011                                                    
David Mason, featured poet | Alper Çukur, featured artist
978-0-9865338-9-1
•	 With suzanne j. doyle, timothy murphy, gabriel spera, richard wake�eld, lyn 
lifshin, amit majmudar, rachel bentley, david j. rothman, and others

 
Able Muse – No. 11, Summer 2011                                                 
Catharine Savage Brosman, featured poet | Emily Leonne Bennett, featured artist
978-0-9865338-5-3
•	 With david mason, andrew waterman, john drury, rachel hadas, brian culhane, 
emily laithauser, leslie monsour,  traci chee, and other

 
Able Muse – No. 10, Inaugural Print Edition, Winter 2010     
R.P. Lister, featured poet | Massimo Sbrini, featured artist
978-0-9865338-2-2
•	 With catherine tufariello, catharine savage brosman, leslie monsour, j. patrick 
lewis, kim bridgford, nancy lou canyon, john whitworth,  peter �lkins, and others

Able Muse – Print Edition

Details at www.AbleMuse.com
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                 Details at  www.AbleMusePress.com

Cup 
poems by Jeredith Merrin 

special Honoree - 2013 able Muse book award

978-1-927409-34-3 | Paperback | $18.95

“. . . stanzas, rooms, lives./ And you, 
toiling to make it better,/ whatever your 
it is./ Each has a cup.”
    In these forthright and moving poems 
written in restrained, disciplined stanzas, 
the stories are told of how we each, 
“trying to make it better,/ whatever . . . it 
is,” have to �nd our own cup, and �nd it 
acceptable.
   —David Ferry

In Cup we meet a poet of rare power and 
unique originality, unafraid of feeling, 
able to take on matters of the deepest 
consequence.
   —X.J. Kennedy, Judge for the 2013  
            Able Muse Book Award

                                  New from    Able Muse Press 

All the Wasted 
Beauty of the World 

poems by Richard Newman 
Finalist- 2012 able Muse book award

978-1-927409-31-2 | Paperback | $18.95

All the Wasted Beauty of the World is 
masterful and magnetic . . . Newman’s 
poems, with their formal, lapidary 
precision, their indelible portraits of life 
in the cheap bars, back alleys, and rough 
hewn edges of the Midwest, surprise a 
hunger in us for a language larger, wilder, 
and unabashedly lo�ier than daily speech.
   —George Bilgere

All the Wasted Beauty of the World returns 
us to the real and, consequently, the new 
by putting on the brakes and asking us 
to look, if only brie�y, beyond our rear-
views. 
   —Dorianne Laux



                 Details at  www.AbleMusePress.com

Cup 
poems by Jeredith Merrin 

special Honoree - 2013 able Muse book award

978-1-927409-34-3 | Paperback | $18.95

“. . . stanzas, rooms, lives./ And you, 
toiling to make it better,/ whatever your 
it is./ Each has a cup.”
    In these forthright and moving poems 
written in restrained, disciplined stanzas, 
the stories are told of how we each, 
“trying to make it better,/ whatever . . . it 
is,” have to �nd our own cup, and �nd it 
acceptable.
   —David Ferry

In Cup we meet a poet of rare power and 
unique originality, unafraid of feeling, 
able to take on matters of the deepest 
consequence.
   —X.J. Kennedy, Judge for the 2013  
            Able Muse Book Award

                                  New from    Able Muse Press 

Vellum 
poems by Chelsea Woodard 
with a foreword by Claudia Emerson 

Finalist - 2013 able Muse book award

978-1-927409-35-0 | Paperback | $18.95

�e honed music here thus reveals a 
deeper vulnerability.
   —Bruce Bond

Not the least of the attractions of this gi�ed 
young poet’s �rst book is the exquisite, 
searing precision of her language . . . I 
predict for Chelsea Woodard a long and 
enviable career.
   —B.H. Fairchild

In addition to her emotional maturity, part 
of what makes these poems memorable is 
Woodard’s obvious mastery of language, 
her �awless sentences.
   —Claudia Emerson, from the foreword

Greed: A Confession 
poems by D.R. Goodman 

with a foreword by Claudia Emerson 
Finalist- 2013 able Muse book award

978-1-927409-38-1 | Paperback | $19.95

�is poet is alive to everything. You want 
this book. It’s terri�c.
    —Kelly Cherry

Goodman is greedy for things of this 
world—not in the rapacious, bottom-line 
manner . . . but for the enlightenment 
of the senses and the enrichment of 
her poetry. She’s sharing the wealth she 
accumulates.
    —John Drury, from the foreword

Complex yet accessible, these formal and 
free-verse poems gi� us with abundant 
insights to enjoy.
    —Beth Houston



Corporeality
     ~ Stories by Hollis Seamon ~ 

978-1-927409-03-9 | Paperback | $19.95

•	 Gold Medal winner, 2014 Independent Publisher  
 Outstanding Book Award

•	 Finalist, 2013 Foreword Review’s Best Book of the Year
“Seamon o�ers enough thematic and narrative variation to keep each  
     story in this collection fresh.” — Publishers Weekly 

Sailing to Babylon
       ~ poems by James Pollock ~

  978-0-9865338-7-7 | Paperback | $16.95

•	 Winner, Outstanding Achievement Award in Poetry from the  
  Wisconsin Library Association

•	 Finalist, 2013 Gri�n Poetry Prize
•	 Finalist, 2012 Governor General’s Literary Award in Poetry
•	 Honorable Mention, 2012 Posner Poetry Book Award

“A rich and complex array of subjects and allusions to provide both    
     pleasure and challenge” — Pleiades: A Journal of New Writing

Strange Borderlands
     ~ Poems by Ben Berman ~ 

978-1-927409-05-3 | Paperback | $18.95

•	 Winner, 2014 Peace Corps Writers Best Book Award
•	 Finalist, 2014 Massachusetts Book Award

“�is is a must-have book for readers of poetry.” 
        — Publishers Weekly, starred review

Life in the Second Circle
     ~ Poems by Michael Cantor ~ 

978-0-9878705-5-1 | Paperback | $18.95

•	 Finalist, 2013 Massachusetts Book Award
“A sensory kaleidoscope where the poems are more like movies.“ 
      — Deborah Warren

                  Award Winners  from           Able Muse Press  // www.ablemusepress.com



                  Award Winners  from           Able Muse Press  // www.ablemusepress.com

Nevertheless
    ~ Poems by Wendy Videlock ~ 
          978-0-9865338-4-6 | Paperback | $16.95

•	 Finalist, 2012 Colorado Book Award
“Videlock is a magician of play and pleasures, wisdom being not the 
least of these.” — A.E. Stallings 

 

A Vertical Mile
    ~ Poems by Richard Wakefield ~
          978-0-9878705-7-5 | Paperback | $16.95

•	 Shortlisted, 2014 Poets Prize
“Wake�eld cra�s his verse to exacting standards yet keeps it 
uncontrived.” — David Sanders

The Cosmic Purr
    ~ Poems by Aaron Poochigian ~ 
          978-0-9878705-2-0 | Paperback | $16.95

•	 Shortlisted, 2014 Poets Prize

“Aaron Poochigian’s technique is masterly . . . and it’s easy to be 
beguiled by these poems’ wit and bravura. But the pyrotechnics are 
used to serious ends.” — Dick Davis

Lines of Flight
    ~ Poems by Catherine Chandler ~ 
          978-0-9865338-3-9 | Paperback | $15.95

•	 Shortlisted, 2013 Poets Prize

“Lines of Flight is altogether a lively performance.”  
  — Richard Wilbur



from  Able Muse Press

www.AbleMusePress.com

Strange Borderlands
Poems

by Ben Berman

PRAISE FOR STRANGE BORDERLANDS
(with a Foreword by Fred Marchant)


“Ben Berman’s debut poetry collection is 
a compelling examination of the author’s 

experiences in Zimbabwe as a Peace Corps 
volunteer. . . . � is is a must-have book for 

readers of poetry.” 
— Publishers Weekly, Starred Review

“Ben Berman’s lyric poems set in Zimbabwe dig deep 
into the casual and the casualty of  daily life . . . I 

believe every word in this collection. This is an unforget-
table debut by a powerful and humble voice.” 

— Dzvinia Orlowsky

“These are poems that weigh, consider, and restore some 
fl esh-and-blood meaning to the experience of  multicul-

turalism, a word so overused it is often fl attened out to a 
platitude or piety. But not in this book.”
—Fred Marchant (from the foreword) 

“What’s most impressive about this terrifi c book is 
Berman’s inclusive generous spirit, the deadly serious 
imaginative play he exercises in every line of  every 

poem. This is a book to cherish.”
— Alan Shapiro

WINNER : 2014 Peace Corps Writers Best Book Award
FINALIST: 2014 Massachusetts Book Award

ISBN 978-1-927409-03-9 / 104 pages / $18.95 
ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES
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from  Able Muse Press

www.AbleMusePress.com

The Dark Gnu 
and Other Poems

written & illustrated by Wendy Videlock

� e Second Full-Length Collection of 
Poetry from Wendy Videlock



“Wendy Videlock’s poems contain laughing 
pears, rhyming coyotes, and jaded wind. In 

reading this book, I found myself  laughing and 
gasping in equal measures. And cursing, as well, 

because Videlock is so damn good and I’m so 
damn jealous of  her talent. She is one of  my 

very favorite poets.” 
— Sherman Alexie

“Reminiscent in some ways of  Shel Silverstein’s 
classic collections, Videlock’s new book, The 

Dark Gnu and Other Poems, supplements sly 
whimsy with mystery and a hint of  tragedy. 

These poems remind readers “of  all inconceivable 
ages” that not all problems have solutions and 
that some narratives end in mystery rather than 
in resolution. The Dark Gnu is enhanced by the 
author’s illustrations that deepen the allure of  the 

poems.”
— Jeremy Telman

ISBN 978-1-927409-09-1 / 96 pages / $19.95 (paperback)
ISBN 978-1-927409-13-8 / 94 pages / $39.95 (Deluxe Edition - hardcover)

ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES
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2014 A��� M��� B��� A����

Congratulations to the 2014
Able MUSE

CONTEST WINNERS
2014 A��� M��� W���� P����

POETRY MANUSCRIPT
Final Judge:  Molly Peacock

WINNER
 Carrie Shipers

 Embarking on Catastrophe

SECOND PLACE
 Gail White 

 Asperity Street

                   SHORTLIST
• Clayton Adam Clark: 
 Strange Commerce
• William Cordeiro: Trap Street 
• Heidi Czerwiec: 
 Song Against Songs
• Midge Goldberg: 
 The Snowman’s Code
• Sarah Grieve: 
 Dear Dr. Frankenstein
• Patricia Hooper: 
 Separate Flights 
• Richard Meyer: Shooting Stars
• Carolyn Raphael: 
 Dancing with Bare Feet
• William Craig Rice: 
 New Old Stock (NOS) -  
         Sonnets & Other Verse

FICTION 
Final Judge:  Amit Majmudar

WINNER
 J. Preston Witt
“ Lesson One”

HONORABLE MENTION
 Andrea Witzke Slot 

POETRY
Final Judge:  Dick Allen

WINNER
 Scott M. Miller

“ Costanza e Preziosa”

FINALISTS
  Eric Berlin: 

 “For Lack of What Is Found” 

  Catherine Chandler:  “Discovery” 
  Marilyn L. Taylor: 

 “River II: Accidental Refl ection” 

SHORTLIST
•  Eric Berlin (twice) •  David 
Culwell •  William E. Rogers 

(twice)•  Safi ya Sinclair (twice) • 
 David Southward
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 2015 Able Muse Write PrizeWrite Prize
  for poetry & � ction

» $500 prize for the poetry winner, plus $500 prize for the poetry winner, plus $500 prize

» $500 prize for the  � ction winner$500 prize for the  � ction winner$500 prize

» plus, publication in Able Muse (Print Edition)

» Blind judging by the � nal judgesBlind judging by the � nal judgesBlind judging

» Final Judges:  H.L. Hix (poetry);  
                                     Eugenia Kim (� ction)

» Entry Dates: Mid-December, 2014 to 
    February 15, 2015

(Past winners online at the Able Muse Press website)

GUIDELINES & ENTRY INFORMATION
AVAILABLE ONLINE AT:

 www.ablemusepress.com www.ablemusepress.com
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2015 Able Muse Book AwardBook Award
  for poetry 

» $1000 prize for winning manuscript$1000 prize for winning manuscript$1000 prize

» plus, publication by Able Muse Press

» All poetry styles welcome (metrical & free verse)

» Blind judging by the � nal judgeBlind judging by the � nal judgeBlind judging

» Final Judge: Peter Campion  
                                  
» Entry Dates: Mid-December, 2014 to March 
31, 2015

(Past winners online at the Able Muse Press website)

GUIDELINES & ENTRY INFORMATION
AVAILABLE ONLINE AT:

www.ablemusepress.comwww.ablemusepress.com
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~From  Able Muse Press

www.AbleMusePress.com

Walking in on People
Poems

by Melissa Balmain

WINNER 
2013  Able Muse Book Award

PRAISE FOR WALKING IN ON PEOPLE
(with an foreword by  David Yezzi)

The fi rst full-length collection from Melissa Balmain



“Balmain’s poems add to the rhythmic bounce of  
light verse a darker, more cutting humor.”

—  Billy Collins, former Poet Laureate of  the US

“Walking in on People grabbed me with its very 
title, and it never let go . . . [Melissa Balmain] 

really commands her art.” 
—  X.J. Kennedy (Judge, 2013 Able Muse Book 

Award)

“So many of  the poems in Melissa Balmain’s 
triumphant debut lodge themselves in that Frostian 

zone where they are hard to get rid of.” 
— David Yezzi (from the foreword)

ISBN 978-1-927409-29-9 / 102 pages / $18.95
ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES



~From  Able Muse Press
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Sailing to Babylon
Poems

by James Pollock

PRAISE FOR SAILING TO BABYLON 
(with a Foreword by Je� ery Donaldson)



“Quietly confi dent, formally adept, assured 
in their music, these artful lyrics are not only 
an accomplishment in themselves but promise 

to register, as the poet says, ‘the breaking 
changes of  a life to come’.”

— Mark Doty, Judge’s Citation, 
Griffi n Poetry Prize shortlist 

“... A rich and complex array of  subjects 
and allusions to provide both pleasure and 

challenge.” 
—Pleiades: A Journal of  New Writing 

“ In Pollock’s unadorned style, forged as it 
is in traditional forms . . . we get a vision of  
an old world, freighted with history, and still 
able to astonish itself  with the novelty of  its 

recurrence.”
— Michael Lista, The National Post

ISBN 978-0-9865338-7-7 / 80 pages / $16.95
ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES

•	Winner, Outstanding Achievement Award in Poetry from
  the Wisconsin Library Association

, Outstanding Achievement Award in Poetry from
  the Wisconsin Library Association

, Outstanding Achievement Award in Poetry from

•	Finalist
  the Wisconsin Library Association

Finalist
  the Wisconsin Library Association

, 2013 Gri
  n Poetry Prize
  the Wisconsin Library Association

, 2013 Gri
  n Poetry Prize
  the Wisconsin Library Association

Finalist, 2013 Gri
  n Poetry PrizeFinalist
  the Wisconsin Library Association

Finalist
  the Wisconsin Library Association

, 2013 Gri
  n Poetry Prize
  the Wisconsin Library Association

Finalist
  the Wisconsin Library Association

•	Finalist, 2012 Governor General’s Literary Award in Poetry
, 2013 Gri
  n Poetry Prize
, 2012 Governor General’s Literary Award in Poetry
, 2013 Gri
  n Poetry Prize

Finalist, 2012 Governor General’s Literary Award in PoetryFinalist
, 2013 Gri
  n Poetry Prize

Finalist
, 2013 Gri
  n Poetry Prize
, 2012 Governor General’s Literary Award in Poetry
, 2013 Gri
  n Poetry Prize

Finalist
, 2013 Gri
  n Poetry Prize

•	Honorable Mention
, 2012 Governor General’s Literary Award in Poetry

Honorable Mention
, 2012 Governor General’s Literary Award in Poetry

, 2012 Posner Poetry Book Award
, 2012 Governor General’s Literary Award in Poetry

, 2012 Posner Poetry Book Award
, 2012 Governor General’s Literary Award in Poetry
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~From  Able Muse Press
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This Bed Our Bodies Shaped
Poems

by April Lindner

FINALIST, 2011 Able Muse Book Award

PRAISE FOR THIS BED 
OUR BODIES SHAPED

The second full-length collection from April Lindner 



“Her poems are tender and fi erce, startling in 
their excavations.” 

— Denise Duhamel

“April Lindner’s poems work with a muscular 
silkiness. Reading them is like discerning a bicep 

through a transparent sleeve.” 
— Molly Peacock

“This book’s amplitude is heightened by terrifi c 
formal control.”
— Thomas Lux

“All the pleasures and pains of  domestic life, of  
marriage and parenthood, love and loss, dailiness 

and major rites of  passage, fi nd their textures 
and music in the poems of  April Lindner’s new 

collection.”
— Mark Jarman

ISBN 978-0-9878705-9-9 / 100 pages / $17.95
ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES
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~From  Able Muse Press
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The Cosmic Purr
Poems

by Aaron Poochigian

FINALIST, 2011 Able Muse Book Award

SHORTLISTED, 2014 Poets Prize
(of the Academy of American Poets)

PRAISE FOR THE COSMIC PURR
(with a Foreword by Charles Martin)

The fi rst collection of  original poetry from Aaron Poochigian 



“Aaron Poochigian’s technique is masterly.” 
— Dick Davis

“He prefers as subjects the common occasions of  
our lives and articulates them uncommonly.” 
— Charles Martin (from the “Foreword”)

“Sexy, witty, learned, and moving. Worth 
hearing, worth re-reading, too.”
— Diana Der-Hovanessian

“A major translator from classical Greek, 
Poochigian offers in his own poetry a hip 

formality, a timeless sense of  the contemporary.”
— David Mason

ISBN 978-0-9878705-2-0 / 80 pages / $16.95
ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES
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~From  Able Muse Press
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A Vertical Mile
Poems

by Richard Wakefi eld

FINALIST, 2011 Able Muse Book Award

SHORTLISTED, 2014 Poets Prize
(of the Academy of American Poets)

PRAISE FOR A VERTICAL MILE
(with a Foreword by David Sanders)

The second full-length collection from Richard Wakefi eld 



“The poems in this new collection, once read, cannot 
be easily dislodged from the mind.” 

— David Middleton

“Richard Wakefi eld crafts his verse to exacting 
standards yet keeps it uncontrived.” 

— David Sanders (from the “Foreword”)

“Richard Wakefi eld writes with a rare metrical skill 
that calls to mind the poetry of  Robert Frost.”

— Chris Anderson

“As a poet of  the outdoors—one who sees and, 
seeing, makes new what he has seen—Wakefi eld is 

unsurpassed.”
— R.S. Gwynn

ISBN 978-0-9878705-7-5 / 88 pages / $16.95
ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES
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Life in the Second Circle
Poems

by Michael Cantor

FINALIST, 2011 Able Muse Book Award

PRAISE FOR LIFE IN THE SECOND CIRCLE

(with a Foreword by Deborah Warren)

The fi rst full-length collection from Michael Cantor 



“A cinematic gift for storytelling and a mastery of  
poetic form.” 
— Julie Kane

“Michael Cantor uses words to paint and sculpt the 
world.” 

— Deborah Warren (from the “Foreword”)

“To be called “a poet’s poet” passes for a compliment 
among poets. Michael Cantor is another, rarer kind 

of  poet—let’s say “a novelist’s poet.” 
— Alfred Nicol

“Like Muhammad Ali, one of  the “Box Men” he 
celebrates in a virtuosic crown of  sonnets, Cantor is a 
master of  fl oating like a butterfl y in a small, roped-

off  space.”
— Catherine Tufariello

ISBN 978-0-9878705-5-1 / 130 pages / $18.95
ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES
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Lines of Flight
Poems

by Catherine Chandler

SHORTLISTED for the 2013 Poets’ Prize
(of the Academy of American Poets)

PRAISE FOR LINES OF FLIGHT
(with a Foreword by Rhina P. Espaillat)

The fi rst full-length collection from Catherine Chandler 



“Lines of  Flight is altogether a lively performance.” 
— Richard Wilbur

“This book is extraordinarily good . . . I know that I 
will return to it again and again.” 

— Rhina P. Espaillat (from the “Foreword”)

“A marvelously accomplished fi rst-collection . . . These 
beautiful poems have been made to last.”

— Eric Ormsby

“. . . an authoritative new voice. Chandler writes with 
drive and force, and yet is able to convey what she calls 

‘the delicate forensics of  the heart.’ ”
— X.J. Kennedy

ISBN 978-0-9865338-3-9 / 98 pages / $15.95
ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES
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Nevertheless
Poems

by Wendy Videlock

FINALIST, 2012 Colorado Book Award

PRAISE FOR NEVERTHELESS
(with a Foreword by A.E. Stallings)

The fi rst full-length collection from Wendy Videlock 



“There is a formal zing to these poems of  anarchy 
and grace. Videlock reminds us that serious poetry 

can be fun to read.” 
— David Mason

“Videlock is a magician of  play and pleasures, 
wisdom being not the least of  these.” 

— A.E. Stallings (from the “Foreword”)

“Nevertheless is a fi rst collection to be reckoned with.”
— R.S. Gwynn

“Wendy Videlock is a shapeshifter. Hers is a delicate 
gift to die for. Read this book.”

— Timothy Murphy

ISBN 978-0-9865338-4-6 / 98 pages / $15.95
ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES
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~ Now reprinted & distributed in the USA & Canada by Able Muse Press

www.AbleMusePress.com

Grasshopper:
The Poetry of M A Griffi ths 

Margaret Ann Gri�  ths (1947-2009)

Margaret was born and raised in London and 
lived for some time in Bracknell then later moved 
to Poole. Rather than seek publication through 
traditional channels, she was content to share 
her work with fellow poets on various Internet 
forums. On the  rare occasions  she submitted 
work for publication, it was typically to online 
venues. Also known by the Internet pseudonyms 
“Grasshopper” and “Maz,” she began posting her 
poetry online in 2001. During the mid-2000s she 
worked from home, running a small Internet-based 
business, and edited the Poetry Worm, a monthly 
periodical distributed by email.

In 2008, her “Opening a Jar of  Dead  Sea Mud” 
won  Eratosphere’s annual Sonnet Bake-off, and was 
praised by Richard Wilbur. Later that year she was 
a Guest Poet on the Academy of  American Poets 
website, where she was hailed as “one of  the up-
and-coming poets of  our time.”

She suffered for years from a stomach ailment 
which eventually proved fatal in July 2009. Almost 
immediately after her death was announced on 
Eratosphere, poets from all over the English-speaking 
world, from London, Derby, Scotland, Wales, 
Queensland, New South Wales, Massachusetts, 
New York, Minnesota, Missouri, Maryland, California 
and Texas collected her work for this publication.

ISBN 978-1-904852-28-5 / 384 pages / $24.95
ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES

▫ First published by Arrowhead Press in the UK (January, 2011)
▫ Reprinted and distributed in the USA and Canada by Able Muse Press (April, 2011)



30

Able Muse Press    www.ablemusepress.com

WITH THE 2011 ABLE MUSE WRITE PRIZE FOR POETRY HONORABLE MENTIONS

www.AbleMusePress.com

Able Muse – Summer 2012 
Print Edition, No. 13

FEATURED ARTIST 
Andrew Ponomarenko

FEATURED POET
Patricia Smith

(Interviewed by Reginald Dwayne Betts)



POEMS, FICTION, BOOK REVIEWS, 
INTERVIEWS & ESSAYS FROM WENDY 

VIDELOCK   CATHARINE SAVAGE BROSMAN   
TIMOTHY MURPHY     JENNIFER REESER   

RICHARD WAKEFIELD   JULIE BRUCK   M.A. 
SCHAFFNER   NED BALBO   JAY ROGOFF   

ANNA M. EVANS   KIM BRIDGFORD   GALE 
ACUFF   BRIAN CULHANE   REGINALD 

DWAYNE BETTS   MICHAEL GEORGE   BRUCE 
BROMLEY   AND OTHERS  

ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES

190 pages / $16.95
ISBN 978-1-927409-01-5
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WITH THE 2012 ABLE MUSE WRITE PRIZE FOR POETRY & FICTION 

www.AbleMusePress.com

Able Muse – Winter 2012 
Print Edition, No. 14

Includes the winning story and poems 
from the 2012 contest winners and 

� nalists.

FEATURED ARTIST 
Nicolas Evariste

FEATURED POET 
Catherine Tufariello

(Interviewed by Uche Ogbuji)



POEMS, FICTION, BOOK REVIEWS, 
INTERVIEWS & ESSAYS FROM CATHARINE 

SAVAGE BROSMAN   THOMAS CARPER   
LORNA KNOWLES BLAKE   RICHARD 

WAKEFIELD   TIMOTHY MURPHY   KATHRYN 
LOCEY   TONY BARNSTONE   LEN KRISAK   
LEWIS BUZBEE   EVELYN SOMERS  GIGI 

MARK   GREGORY DOWLING  MICHAEL COHEN   
PETER BYRNE   AARON POOCHIGIAN   AND 

OTHERS

ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES

212 pages / $16.95
ISBN 978-1-927409-07-7
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WITH THE 2011 ABLE MUSE WRITE PRIZE FOR POETRY & FICTION 

www.AbleMusePress.com

Able Muse - Winter 2011 
Print Edition, No. 12

Includes the winning story and poems 
from the contest winners and � nalists.

FEATURED ARTIST — Alper Çukur;
(Interviewed by Sharon Passmore)

FEATURED POET — David Mason
(Interviewed by David J. Rothman)



POEMS, FICTION, BOOK REVIEWS, 
INTERVIEWS & ESSAYS FROM SUZANNE 

J. DOYLE   CATHARINE SAVAGE BROSMAN   
TIMOTHY MURPHY     GABRIEL SPERA   

RICHARD WAKEFIELD   SUSAN MCLEAN   LYN 
LIFSHIN   GEORGE WITTE   AMIT MAJMUDAR   

JEAN L. KREILING   RACHEL BENTLEY   
DOUGLAS CAMPBELL   ANDREW FRISARDI   

DAVID J. ROTHMAN   MICHAEL COHEN   AND 
OTHERS

ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES

230 pages / $16.95
ISBN 978-0-9865338-9-1
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            Able Muse – Inaugural Print Edition

                                          WINTER 2010
WITH

POEMS, FICTION, BOOK REVIEWS, 
I N T E R V I E W S & E S S AY S 
from massimo sbreni ▪ 
r.p. lister  ▪  catherine 
tufariello  ▪   catharine 
savage brosman  ▪  leslie 
monsour ▪ ned balbo ▪ 
susan mclean ▪  j. patrick 
lewis ▪ gail white ▪ kim 

bridgford ▪ nancy lou  canyon ▪ john whitworth ▪ 
peter filkins ▪ marilyn l. taylor ▪ and others
  

ISBN 978-0-9865338-2-2 | $16.95
~    G E T    Y O U R    C O P Y    A T    ~

ABLE MUSE PRESS: www.ablemusepress.com
OR

AMAZON WORLDWIDE:  www.amazon.com 

AbleM U S E
A REVIEW OF POETRY, PROSE & ART

After more than a decade of online 
publishing excellence, Able Muse 
begins a bold new chapter with its 

print edition

Check out our 12+ years 
of online archives for work by

Able Muse is published semiannually.
   Subscription rates for individuals: $24.00 per year; 
   single and previous issues: $16.95 + $3 S&H. 

   International subscription rates: $33 per year; 
 single and previous issues: $16.95 + $5 S&H. 

(USD throughout.)

  Subscribe online with WePay/credit card at  

Or send a check payable to Able Muse Review

 Attn: Alex Pepple - Editor, Able Muse, 
467 Saratoga Avenue #602, 
San Jose, CA 95129 USA

SUBSCRIPTION
 Able Muse – Print Edition

www.ablemusepress.com

SUBSCRIPTION

RACHEL HADAS •  X.J. KENNEDY • TIMOTHY STEELE RACHEL HADAS •  X.J. KENNEDY • TIMOTHY STEELE RACHEL HADAS •  X.J. KENNEDY • TIMOTHY STEELE 
• MARK JARMAN • A.E. STALLINGS • DICK DAVIS • • MARK JARMAN • A.E. STALLINGS • DICK DAVIS • • MARK JARMAN • A.E. STALLINGS • DICK DAVIS • 
A.M. JUSTER • TIMOTHY MURPHY • ANNIE FINCH • A.M. JUSTER • TIMOTHY MURPHY • ANNIE FINCH • A.M. JUSTER • TIMOTHY MURPHY • ANNIE FINCH • 
DEBORAH WARREN • CHELSEA RATHBURN • RHINA P. DEBORAH WARREN • CHELSEA RATHBURN • RHINA P. DEBORAH WARREN • CHELSEA RATHBURN • RHINA P. 
ESPAILLAT • TURNER CASSITY •  RICHARD  MOORE • ESPAILLAT • TURNER CASSITY •  RICHARD  MOORE • ESPAILLAT • TURNER CASSITY •  RICHARD  MOORE • 
STEPHEN EDGAR • DAVID MASON • THAISA FRANK •STEPHEN EDGAR • DAVID MASON • THAISA FRANK •STEPHEN EDGAR • DAVID MASON • THAISA FRANK •
• NINA SCHUYLER • SOLITAIRE MILES • MISHA • NINA SCHUYLER • SOLITAIRE MILES • MISHA • NINA SCHUYLER • SOLITAIRE MILES • MISHA 
GORDIN • AND OTHERSGORDIN • AND OTHERSGORDIN • AND OTHERS

 Able Muse – Print Edition, No. 11

SUMMER 2011

WITH

P O E M S , F I C T I O N , B O O K 
REVIEWS, INTERVIEWS & 
ESSAYS from emily leonne 
bennett ▪ catharine savage 
brosman  ▪   david mason ▪ 
andrew waterman ▪ john 
drury ▪ rachel hadas ▪ brian 
culhane ▪ emily laithauser 

▪ leslie monsour ▪  traci chee ▪ and others
  

ISBN 978-0-9865338-5-3 | $16.95
~    G E T    Y O U R    C O P Y    A T    ~

ABLE MUSE PRESS: www.ablemusepress.com
OR

AMAZON WORLDWIDE:  www.amazon.com 
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Edited by   Alexander	Pepple		•		Foreword by   Timothy Steele                              

Order or, � nd more information at: www.ablemusepress.com
   Or, Order at:   Amazon.com, BN.com . . .

 & other popular online & o�  ine bookstores

from

Able Muse Anthology
978-0-9865338-0-8	•	220	pages	/	$16.95
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WITH THE 2013 ABLE MUSE WRITE PRIZE FOR POETRY & FICTION 

www.AbleMusePress.com

Able Muse – Winter 2013 
Print Edition, No. 16

Multiple poems here won selection for
2016 Best American Poetry

Includes the winning story and poems 
from the 2013 contest winners & � nalists.

FEATURED ARTIST 
 Peter Svensson

FEATURED POET 
 Jehanne Dubrow

(Interviewed by  Anna M. Evans)



POETRY, FICTION, BOOK REVIEWS, 
INTERVIEWS & ESSAYS FROM RACHEL HADAS   

MELISSA BALMAIN   RICHARD WAKEFIELD   
CATHARINE SAVAGE BROSMAN   MARLY 

YOUMANS   R.S. GWYNN   JOHN SAVOIE   D.R. 
GOODMAN   ANNA M. EVANS   CHERYL 
DIANE KIDDER   CHARLES WILKINSON 

A.E. STALLINGS   DAVID MASON   CHRISSY 
MASON   PETER BYRNE   JANE HAMMONS   

RORY WATERMAN   AND OTHERS  

ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES

192 pages
ISBN 978-1-927409-27-5
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POETRY  FICTION  ART  PHOTOGRAPHY  INTERVIEWS  ESSAYS  BOOK REVIEWS

www.AbleMusePress.com

Able Muse – Summer 2011 
Print Edition, No. 11

FEATURED ARTIST 
Emily Leonne Bennett

FEATURED POET
Catharine Savage Brosman

(Interviewed by Timothy Murphy)



POEMS, FICTION, BOOK REVIEWS, 
INTERVIEWS & ESSAYS FROM 

JOHN DRURY   JOHN SAVOIE   C. R. 
RESETARITS   BRIAN CULHANE   JOANNA 

PEARSON   REAGAN UPSHAW   LEN KRISAK   
DAVID HEDGES   EMILY LEITHAUSER   

DEBORAH P. BLOCH   RACHEL HADAS   DAVID 
MASON   ANDREW WATERMAN   TIMOTHY 

MURPHY   LESLIE MONSOUR   AND OTHERS  

ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES

158 pages / $16.95
ISBN 978-0-9865338-5-3
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INAUGURAL PRINT EDITION
POETRY  FICTION  ART  PHOTOGRAPHY  INTERVIEWS  ESSAYS  BOOK REVIEWS

www.AbleMusePress.com

Able Muse - Winter 2010 
Print Edition, No. 10

FEATURED ARTIST 
Massimo Sbreni

FEATURED POET
Richard Percival Lister

(Interviewed by Steve Bucknell)



POEMS, FICTION, BOOK REVIEWS, 
INTERVIEWS & ESSAYS FROM CATHERINE 

TUFARIELLO   CATHARINE SAVAGE BROSMAN   
LESLIE MONSOUR   NED BALBO   TED MC 
CARTHY   DIANE SEUSS   SUSAN MCLEAN   

REBECCA FOUST   J. PATRICK LEWIS   JOHN 
SLATER   GAIL WHITE   KIM BRIDGFORD   

NANCY LOU  CANYON   JOHN WHITWORTH   
PETER FILKINS   MARILYN L. TAYLOR   AND 

OTHERS  

ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES

174 pages / $16.95
ISBN 978-0-9865338-2-2
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WITH POETRY • FICTION • ESSAYS • BOOK REVIEWS • ART & PHOTOGRAPHY 
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Able Muse - Summer 2013 
Print Edition, No. 15

FEATURED ARTIST 
 Clara Lieu

(Interviewed by  Sharon Passmore)

FEATURED POET 
 Greg Williamson

(Interviewed by  Stephen Kampa)



POETRY, FICTION, BOOK REVIEWS, 
INTERVIEWS & ESSAYS FROM DICK 

ALLEN   FRED LONGWORTH   CATHARINE 
SAVAGE BROSMAN   ROBERT J. 
LEVY   LEN KRISAK   CALLIE 

SISKEL   D.R. GOODMAN   HALEY 
HACH   TIMOTHY MURPHY   RAY NAYLER   

ROBERT SCHULTZ   ILYA LYASHEVSKY   
RYAN WILSON   DAVID MASON   PETER 

BYRNE  DAVID CAPLAN   STEPHEN 
KAMPA   DEREK FURR   N.S. THOMPSON   

AND OTHERS  

ORDER NOW FROM ABLE MUSE PRESS AT:  WWW.ABLEMUSEPRESS.COM

OR, ORDER FROM AMAZON.COM, BN.COM . . . & OTHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE BOOKSTORES

142 pages / $16.95
ISBN 978-1-927409-21-3




